
 
 
 

“Those who tolerate injustice are as dangerous as those who commit it.”  
Albert Einstein 

 
 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Legacy and Scholarship 
Awards Committee 

 
 

 

Invites You To: 
 

The 17th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Legacy and 

Scholarship Virtual Awards Dinner 

Honoring Paul Lyons, Member of the Overland Park 

City Council and  

Our Student Scholarship Award Winners  

Monday, January 18, 2021 at 5:30 pm 

This will be a virtual event and we hope those organizations that 
purchased a table for ten to our past dinners will make a $400.00 

donation for ten to attend this worthwhile event. Those who attend 
as an individual we hope you will make a $40.00 donation.   

 
The Martin Luther King, Jr. Legacy and Scholarship Awards Committee, along with the 
NAACP REPRESENTING OLATHE, OVERLAND PARK, AND LEAWOOD, KANSAS 
announces its’ seventeenth annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Legacy and Scholarship 
Awards Dinner. This is the largest Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration in Johnson 
County.



This year’s Legacy Award recipient is Paul Lyons. Paul has been actively involved in 
community service most of his adult life. In 2007, Paul was elected to the Overland Park 
City Council as a representative of Ward 2. He was re-elected three times (2011, 2015, 
and 2019) and is currently serving a 4-year term until 2023. Paul was elected to a one-
year term for Council President in 2015. He represents the city council on the Downtown 
Overland Park Partnership Board comprised of business leaders within the downtown 
area as well as the Neighborhood Executive Committee, which supports neighborhood 
leaders across the city. Paul is a member of the Finance, Administration, and Economic 
Development Committee and is chairman of the Public Safety Committee.  
 
Paul has supported major changes including the construction of the Matt Ross 
Community Center, expansion of the Deanna Rose Farmstead, improvements to the 
Overland Park Arboretum, and building of the nationally recognized Sheels Overland 
Park Soccer Complex. His support for the implementation of the Vision Metcalf plan has 
triggered a revitalization of downtown Overland Park making it a destination in the 
region.  
 
Paul’s plan is to help Overland Park continue to evolve into a more diverse and 
welcoming city in the future. His plan was severely tested during the protest movements 
that occurred in Overland Park last year. Through his tireless efforts, major 
confrontations were avoided.  
 
During the dinner, we will also feature student essay scholarship winners reading their 
essays honoring Dr. King’s legacy. Following is a description of the theme for this year’s 
essays from the Olathe School District.   

 
The theme is “A Call to Action.” 

Human progress never rolls in on wheels of inevitability; it comes through the tireless 

efforts of men willing to be co-workers with God, and without this hard work, time itself 

becomes an ally of the forces of social stagnation. We must use time creatively, in the 

knowledge that the time is always ripe to do right. 

 
This year the Gardner Edgerton School District has joined us, and their student essays 
will be on the theme of “Responsibility.” 
 
What is the responsibility of today's youth in practicing Martin Luther King Jr.'s dream of 
everyone being treated fairly and equally? 

 
We are also giving out honors with our Diversity Advocate Awards to recognize people 
of distinction in promoting respect for diversity. 

 
AWARDS 

 
Diversity Advocate in Government: This year has been a trying time for all the citizens of 
Johnson County.  However, for a few cities in Johnson County it was extremely tense for 
some people were trying to turn peaceful protests into unlawful protest. We called a 
meeting of the Mayors and Police Chiefs of those cities where the unlawfulness might 
happen. Without hesitation, they attended and discussed the problems that could occur, 
their solutions and the issue of diversity.  These cities have and continue to support 



equality and fairness for all their citizens. Three cities had especially difficult situations 
to overcome and they deserve the Diversity Advocate in Government Award – Overland 
Park, Leawood and Prairie Village.  
 
Since we cannot physically give them their award at this virtual meeting, when the time 
is right, we will attend one of their council meetings and present the award to them. 
 
Diversity Advocate in Law Enforcement: Frank Donchez, Overland Park, KS, Chief of 
Police  

 

Please direct any questions to Kristie E. Lyons of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Legacy and 
Scholarship Awards Committee at mlkingcomm@gmail.com or 913-912-7195.  

 
You may RSVP by January 5, 2021 to mlkingcomm@gmail.com or fax to 913-912-7198.  

Please give us the name of the organization and the contact person’s phone number and 
e-mail address. When we receive your donation, we will e-mail the contact person the link 
for the virtual event. 
 

  Please reserve a virtual table of 10. 
 

  No, I cannot attend but I am enclosing a donation instead. 
 

 

Make checks payable to Martin Luther King, Jr. Legacy and Scholarship Awards 
Committee and mail them to:  
 
The Martin Luther King, Jr. Legacy and Scholarship Awards Committee 

P.O. Box 7112 

Overland Park, KS 66207 

 
 
Amount Enclosed:  
 

Contact Person: 
 

E-mail Address:  
 

Phone Number:  
 


